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The purpose of this newsletter is to share God’s 

Word so that our members will better understand 

who we are to be and what we are to do in the 

light of the Scriptures.  It is our hope that this 

monthly publication will help you grow in your 

relationship with the Lord and as a Christian 

steward. 

 

Giving God our First Priority 
Have you ever worked and worked to see 

very little result from your big efforts?  In 

the Old Testament book of Haggai, the work 

of God’s people was producing no fruit.  

They toiled in the fields, but there was no 

harvest.  God was upset with them so he 

made their efforts fruitless.  Because their 

priorities were focused only on themselves 

rather than God, God “called for a drought 

on the fields and the mountains” (Haggai 

1:11).  He even “blew away” (verse 9) what 

they had brought home.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reason for God’s wrath was expressed 

in verse 4: “Is it a time for you yourselves to 

be living in your paneled houses, while this 

house remains a ruin?”  God had finally had 

enough of their self-centeredness.  His 

priorities were not His people’s priorities.   

He got their attention by making life 

difficult for them. God’s people responded.  

They “obeyed the voice of the Lord their 

God and the message of the prophet 

Haggai” (vs. 12).  God’s priorities became 

the priorities of the people.  In the same way 

as the people in the time of Haggai 

examined and changed their priorities, we 

need to make sure that we are putting God’s 

priorities for our lives first.  Our focus can’t 

be on building bigger and better homes or 

larger retirement accounts for ourselves.  

God is calling us to make a difference in 

people’s lives.  We need to ask God what He 

wants to accomplish through us. 

 

On the Lighter Side 
A minister waited in line to have his car 

filled with gas just before a long holiday 

weekend.  The attendant worked quickly, 

but there were many cars ahead of the 

minister in line at the service station.  

Finally, the attendant motioned him toward 

a vacant pump.  “Reverend,” said the young 

man, “sorry about the delay.  It seems as if 

everyone waits until the last minute to get 

ready for along trip.”   The minister 

chuckled, “I know what you mean.  It’s the 

same in my business.” 

 

A Sunday school teacher began her lesson 

with a question, “Boys and girls, what do we 

know about God?”  A hand shot up in the 

air.  “He is an artist!” answered the 

kindergarten boy.  “Really?  How do you 

know?” the teacher asked.  “You know—

Our Father, who does art in Heaven . . .” 

 

Give me a sense of humor, Lord, 

Give me the grace to see a joke, 

To get some humor out of life, 

And pass it on to other folk!  Amen. 



A Month’s Wages 
The Reverend J. Ross Stevenson, when 

pastor of the Fifth Avenue Church, New 

York City, received a letter enclosing a 

month’s wages from a Swedish servant girl, 

just before the annual offering for foreign 

missions was to be taken.  She wrote that 

she had been making the offering a subject 

of special prayer and it had been put into her 

heart to give this sum.  Lest Satan should 

tempt her not to give so much, if she waited 

until Sunday, she sent it at once.  When the 

pastor read the note from the pulpit, there 

was a profound silence, and the offering that 

day was doubled by the example of one 

girl’s sacrifice. 

 

Two men who had come over from New 

Jersey for that service walked down the 

avenue afterward together without either 

saying a word for some distance.  One asked 

the other whether he could lend him some 

money to get home; then his friend 

confessed that he, too, had put into the 

offering every cent he had with him.  Both 

were obliged to walk to the ferry and find a 

good Samaritan in Jersey City to assist them 

to get home.  (Author Unknown) 

 

Choosing Our Path 

God wants us to follow Him, but He gives 

us the freedom to choose what path we will 

take and whom we will serve.  As we stand 

at the crossroads of life, God continually 

reaches out to us through His Word.  In 

Jeremiah 6:16 we read, “This is what the 

Lord says: ‘Stand at the crossroads and 

look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where 

the good way is, and walk in it, and you will 

find rest for your souls.’ ” Daily we are at 

the crossroads of life.  The choice we make 

is our own.  As Yogi Berra said, When you  

 

 

 

 

 

 

get to a fork in the road, take it.”  The road 

we take will have eternal consequences.  

Will we choose God’s way or the ways of 

the world?  With God’s help, our answer can 

be like Joshua’s:  “But if serving the Lord 

seems undesirable to you, then choose for 

yourselves this day whom you will serve, 

whether the gods your forefathers served 

beyond the River, or the gods of the 

Amorites, in whose land you are living.  But 

as for me and my household, we will serve 

the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). 

  

Joshua’s choice was that he and his family 

would be servants and stewards of the Lord.  

When you reach crossroads in life, you will 

hear God’s call, “Follow Me,” but the call to 

serve yourself and the ways of the world 

will be loud and boisterous.  If you don’t 

reject God’s call and you follow, as 

Jeremiah did, the ancient paths, you will 

turn away from your self-interests and focus 

on ways to serve the Lord.  Your lifestyle 

will reflect your relationship with Him.  As 

followers of Jesus, we acknowledge God’s 

ownership and love.  We become stewards 

of what He entrusts to us.  As followers of 

the Lord, we see others as brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  We live with an eternal 

perspective. 

Blessing on Your Stewardship Journey! 
 



 


